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TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH ¢ TOWN COUNCIL CHAMBERS

% S June 26, 2007 ¢ 6:30 o’clock p.m.
i,

ol
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER.

Mayor Hyman called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Hyman, Mayor Pro Tem Truett
and Councilmembers Hiatt, McKown, Samples, Martin and Tuttle were present. A quorum was
present. Staff present: Administrator Booth; Clerk Pinnell; Public Works Director Kirk and Public
Safety Director Andy Christenson.

2. INVOCATION and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
Mr. Truett said the invocation. Mayor Hyman led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Hyman
then welcomed and thanked everyone in attendance for being there.

3. MINUTES APPROVAL.
Mr. Truett moved to approve the June 12, 2007 regular meeting minutes as submitted. Mr.
McKown seconded. All voted in favor. MOTION CARRIED.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS — Agenda Items only

Beverly Walker Jones, North Poplar: “I just wanted to make a comment on the Healthy
Endeavors for Life Program that you have on the agenda this evening and | wanted to point out,
and | hope that you can see the relationship to what I'm saying. | believe that the medical
community has determined that second hand smoke is directly related to lung disease,
emphysema and many other illnesses that affect our breathing in this country and is also the
cause of countless workdays lost, insurance payments and medical costs that cannot be made up
any other way. Not everyone has the option of determining who and with whom they work. Not
everyone has that option. Some people have to work in restaurants, public buildings, in which
people smoke. They cannot control the people they sit next to or what they do. | believe it's the
duty and it's the obligation of government to protect us, and to have a ban on smoking that would
go along with this Healthy Endeavors for Life Program, would be the right way for government to
protect us from the effects of second-hand smoke. | don't care if people drink, if they’re drunk in
their homes, if they want to act foolish and do whatever they want to in their homes. That doesn't
affect us, but when we look at people who are driving cars and they are drinking, we stop them,
because it's dangerous for us. When people are smoking and it affects our children, there are
people who may not have the education, they may not have the knowledge, they may not have
the opportunity to decide where and with whom they sit. Those are the people that government
has to protect and government has to be big enough to protect us and | would hope that you
would reconsider the ban that you have on smoking in Surfside Beach. The ban that you don't
have on smoking in Surfside Beach and consider putting a ban on smoking to protect those
people, children, young people, people who don't have the education, give them the opportunity
to grow up without being a burden to society because they become a burden to society when they
are cancer-ridden and have breathing diseases and other things that affect their health. Thank
you."

P.L. Mabry, 15™ Avenue North: “In reference to minutes approval of approved minutes. |
think that would be doing the citizens of this town an inconvenience.” Mr. Mabry went on to
explain that the residents like to see the minutes posted prior to attending the next meeting. The
way it works now is that residents are not able to view minutes from a meeting until after their
approval at the following meeting. “Everyone can see there's a big word going across the top of
it, that says ‘draft’ which means it's not finally approved.” Mr. Mabry stated that he would like to
have the minutes back on the Internet in draft form.

Ann Dodge, 15" Avenue North: “l wanted to speak on the same thing that he spoke on. |
believe that putting the minutes on the website, as soon as possible after a meeting, gives people
who are unable to come here for the meeting, or people, for various reasons, but, it gives them
information that they need right away. They need to know it and it's not something that isn't
factual. If there’s a mistake in it, it can be corrected, and that's not a problem, but | do think the
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62 minutes should go onto the website as soon as possible after a meeting and | know that our town
gi clerk does an excellent job. Thank you.”
gg There were no other public comments. This section was closed.
gg 5. COMMUNICATIONS
69 A. Public Works
70 Brian Kirk presented his report that was on file. Mr. Kirk stated that as far as the Myrtle Basin
71 Project is concerned, Greenwall should be completing 3™ Avenue South, hopefully, by the end of
72 the following week. Mr. Kirk stated that a lot of progress has been made in the last two weeks.
73 Mr. Kirk went on to state that South Willow and Hollywood Drive will be patched and overlaid the
74 beginning of the following week and all of the stop bars in town have either been installed or
D repainted and, in addition, all of the newly paved roads have received thermoplast stop bars to
76 avoid the maintenance problems they have had in the past. Mr. Kirk then went on to state that
17 regarding the approved sidewalks; 15™ Avenue South and the area on Polar have all been
78 completed. The section on Hollywood Drive South between 3™ and 4™ has also been completed
79 and they are currently continuing north on Hollywood between Surfside Drive and 5" Avenue and
80 that should be completed by the end of the following week. A few sections on Hollywood South
81 had breaks and needed repair with a few having already been fixed leaving a few still remaining,
82 which will be fixed soon. Mr. Kirk reported that the County was performing all the necessary prep
83 work to get ready to proceed with Phase VII. Mr. Kirk went on to state that in regards to the 50/50
84 projects, there is one currently underway and they plan on holding off the additional projects until
85 the end of the summer due to there being too many other projects that the Public Works
86 Department needs to concentrate on this time of year. Mr. Kirk stated that there would be
87 another employee cookout at the end of August. This concluded Mr. Kirk’s report.
88 Mr. Samples stated that he wanted to read off a list of work items for Phase VII. He stated
89 that he wanted to make sure everything was in line and that the taxpayers were not paying for
90 anything more than they should. Mr. Samples then read the following: “Phase VI, the existing
o1 ditch between Surf Pine Drive, Glenns Bay Road is to be cleaned out and re-graded so that it
92 flows to the North, this says 47 linear feet of 24 inch RCP reinforced concrete pipe would be
93 installed across Glenns Bay Road so that water will flow under Glenns Bay Road into the existing
94 ditch.” Mr. Samples asked Mr. Kirk if there was any more work than what he just listed for Phase
95 VIl being done. Mr. Kirk stated there was. Mr. Kirk continued to state that the contractor came
96 across conflicts with some deep ditches and in order to install the pipe across Glenns Bay Road
97 they would need to take all of the water they can and run it through the existing pipe they
98 currently have but then they will need to lay another drain line at the end of Surf Pine across Caro
99 Pines and out through another existing ditch to let the water out. Mr. Samples went on to read,
100 for the record, one of the items mentioned in the Stormwater Committee “At the February 7"
101 meeting, 2005, Mr. Mabry, this is a quote ‘suggested reducing the water that goes through the
102 Myrtle Basin and take it to the outfall off the big lake that goes through the Caro Pines loop’, is
103 that in the vicinity of where we're talking about?” Mr. Kirk answered that it was. Mr. Samples
104 went on to state “Mr. Strickland said ‘yes, that's worth Iookmg at because we have thought an
105 outfall structure on Palmetto’, and now we're talking about 7" Avenue North, ‘to force water
106 through’, do you understand what he’s saying there?” Mr. Kirk asked if it was referring to Phase
107 Il. Mr. Samples confirmed that it was. Mr. Kirk stated that the statement was referring to the
108 instructions that they were going to put in to raise the weir so the water goes back out the other
109 way. Mr. Kirk went on to explain that it would continue and go out through Dogwood and
110 eliminate the flow that we had coming into Myrtle. Mr. Samples stated that he looked forward to
111 hearing Mr. Kirk's description later on this subject due to the sense of urgency. Mr. Samples was
112 referring, in particular, to a specific lot on 2™ Avenue North, which needs to be addressed. Mr.
113 Kirk and Mr. Samples agreed that Phase VIl should help a situation like the one he was referring
114 to. Mr. Kirk went on to explain that it should help because by putting the weir in on 7" Avenue it
11> would take that water down through the Bi-Lo ditch and out through Elizabeth and then out
116 through Dogwood and out through that outfall. Mayor Hyman stated that we need to leave this up
117 to the engineers and that is why they are here at the meeting this evening. There were no other
118 comments on this report.
119
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B. Administrator’s Report

Mr. Booth presented his report that was on file. Mr. Booth stated that everything in the town
seemed to be running fairly smoothly. Mr. Booth stated that he and Mr. Kirk had a meeting with
DOT where they discussed 17 Business traffic. DOT has already begun the traffic study, which
includes monitoring the amount of traffic, the amount of accidents and the actual overall layout of
the roads. Mr. Booth stated that they would then come back to us with a recommendation report;
this report would then come back to council to make sure that there are no political or public
issues on the recommendation. Mr. Booth clarified that this is a State road. Mr. Booth stated that
the other area that was discussed with DOT was Ocean Boulevard, which is also a State road.
Mr. Booth stated that the State wants to give it to us but they are also aware that it is in need of
approximately 1 million dollars of repairs and even though given the various money issues that
DOT has been experiencing, they still feel that this road repair is a priority and they will try their
best to come up with the funds to take care of it. Mr. Booth stated that the State owns the roads
but they do not have the money to repair them, so, somewhere along the line we might need to
push our politicians to see about getting a portion of that tax money to do the roads ourselves
since these roads are not usually a priority for them. Mr. Booth stated that he believes that the
politics need to be taken out of fixing roads and the State should give us a percentage based on
the miles of road, population and traffic that we have just like other states currently do. Mr. Booth
stated that Ocean Boulevard would be a process and that by the end of the summer or the
beginning of fall we should have some kind of answer from DOT regarding repairs. Mr. McKown
stated that the State had a 1.5 billion dollar surplus this year of our tax dollars and it does not
sound correct that the State does not have the money for the DOT. Mr. McKown stated that if we
want to take over Ocean Boulevard from the State and with the 1 percent tax for road
improvements passed by the Horry County council, he wondered how much of this money
Surfside is contributing. Mr. McKown stated that he believes that 1 million dollars, from the
numbers he has been seeing, is a small amount considering what is being spent for the Bypass
on the Air Force Base and also the planned evacuation route. Mr. McKown asked if we think that
council would have any leverage, if we took control of Ocean Boulevard, and then went to our
county councilman Bernard and then tried to press the county to give us that million dollars to
resurface this road. Mr. Booth stated that he believes that we have one good opportunity in that
the State wants to give us the road, so they will find the money for repairs and he feels that this is
our leverage here. Mr. Booth stated that there is about 600,000 worth of overlay and about
400,000 worth of stormwater that needs to be done on the Boulevard. Mr. McKown stated that he
believes that we need to get control of Ocean Boulevard to control parking issues, which are
getting worse every year. Mr. Booth stated that on a positive side, DOT would put “no parking”
signs 50 feet from the intersections on Ocean Boulevard, which we do not currently have. Mr.
Booth recommended that we get the money for the repairs on Ocean Boulevard and then once
repairs are made we should try to obtain it. Mr. McKown asked Mr. Booth what he needed from
this council, at this time, to continue in trying to get control of Ocean Boulevard. Mr. Booth stated
that once they start putting funds in for repairs then he would come back to council around the
beginning of October. Mr. Booth continued with his report. Mr. Booth stated that there was quite
a bit of beach erosion the past few weeks with a high tide, full moon and a touch of a
northeastern which ripped one tier of our dunes away. Mr. Booth stated that where we had two
dunes, we now have one. Mr. Booth stated that on the positive side we have beach re-
nourishment scheduled for November and we will build those dunes back up. Mr. Booth stated
that he and Mr. Kirk have been attending some stormwater meetings and one of the subjects they
have touched on is looking at outfalls. Mr. Booth stated that there are some new innovative
options out there, which were presented to them, where we would not have to spend 5 or 6
million dollars to pump water out into the ocean. Mr. Booth stated that he would be monitoring
these other options and he would also be looking into the possibility of getting in on a grant. Mr.
Booth stated that there is going to be a town cookout and cook-off for the employees on August
31st. Mr. Booth believes that these cookouts help to boost employee moral. Mr. Booth stated
that it is good for employees to see the department heads out there cooking for them and he and
Mr. Kirk have a little competition going on for the master cook title so they will have dueling grills
at the next cookout. Mr. Booth also invited staff and council to bring their own chili to join in the
competition. Mr. Booth invited Channel 13 to officially give out the title for master cook (laughing
in audience). Mr. Booth went on to talk about Healthy Endeavors for Life. Mr. Booth stated that
council was currently on an insurance policy that offers a number of programs, which are
available to all and should be utilized. Mr. Booth stated that some of the programs were smoking
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