VOL. 29 ISSUE 3 • SUMMER 2022

INSIDE SURFSIDE
Official Newsletter of the Town of Surfside Beach, SC

PIER CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Digital version updated:
July 29, 2022

Contractors for the Surfside Beach Fishing Pier say they are
now looking at mid-December to February to complete the
more than $18-million project.
In a meeting on Wednesday, July 27, 2022, about the
construction of the town’s pier, the town council and the public
heard from contractors and engineers about the pier’s status.
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Representatives
from
Consensus
Construction,
Collins
Engineering, LS3P and consultants from Leitner Management
Group answered questions from town administrator William
Shanahan and council members.
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As contractors continue to extend the length of the pier, now
on eight of 13 pile bents, other crews are at work on the
buildings that will house businesses on the pier platform.
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..we live in a
little piece of
heaven.
MAYOR'S MESSAGE
Bob Hellyer
Mayor, Town of Surfside Beach

Here we are in the midst of the summer of ‘22. After two years of the COVID-19 pandemic, our town is
experiencing an upsurge of seasonal visitors. It’s obvious to most of us that the reason everyone wants to
come to the Town of Surfside Beach to visit is that we live in a little piece of heaven. We are proud to have
retained this small-town charm in the middle of the bustling Grand Strand. I can never say it enough, what
makes this town special are the residents that live here and the staff that work here. We take pride and work
hard to make our town beautiful throughout the year. Our committee members help make improvements, and
our employees do a wonderful job ensuring everything is in order. Our beaches are raked, our resident
volunteers conduct monthly beach sweeps, and our public bathrooms are cleaned twice daily. There is no
question why our beaches are rated as the best.
Our town activities promote a “family-friendly” atmosphere every week. You will find a variety of activities that
include:
The Farmer’s Market on Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Memorial Park;
Beach Hula Show on Tuesday from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at 3rd Ave. S. Beach Access;
Crafter’s Cove for children on Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at 3rd Ave S Beach Access;
Open Air Market with a Meaning on Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Memorial Park; and
Music in the Park on Sundays from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. in Memorial Park.
Our Community Garden is a huge success showcasing the produce planted among 23 garden plots. The
hanging baskets you see throughout the streets have been much admired. The Arbor Park on 6th Avenue South
is a great place to sit and reflect upon your day. The All Children’s Park (at Hollywood and 10th Avenue South)
and the Library Children’s Playground (near Surfside Beach Drive) are filled with laughter from the little ones.
The pier is coming along slowly but surely despite supply-chain delays. The retail buildings are progressing,
and our newly formed Pier Committee works hard to evaluate space allocations and recommendations.
I want to thank Representative Russell Frye for ensuring additional money from the State budget to help with
our construction costs. This is the second year he has gotten us help. So, if you see Mr. Frye, please give him
our thanks. These appropriations have amounted to $1.5 million.
(Mayor's Message continued on Page 06)
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TOWN LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE
The Town's new website is now live.
The site designed by Civic Plus is a cleaner, more user-friendly
experience. It features new easy-to-read calendars for town
meetings and events. Users can signup to receive notifications
on changes to the website, news flash items, calendar entries,
and meeting agendas.
Visit our website at www.surfsidebeach.org.

SURFSIDE BEACH VOTED
BEST BEACH ON
THE GRAND STRAND
The Town of Surfside Beach was named the Best Beach in the
WMBF News 2022 Best of the Grand Strand contest.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
AUGUST
2 - PLANNING COMMISSION
4 - HISTORICAL SOCIETY
8 - PIER COMMITTEE
9 - BUSINESS COMMITTEE
9 - TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
15 - PARKING COMMITTEE
18 - BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
19 - KEEP SURFSIDE BEACH BEAUTIFUL
22 - PIER COMMITTEE
23 - TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
29 - COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE
SEPTEMBER
1 - HISTORICAL SOCIETY
5 - PIER COMMITTEE
6 - PLANNING COMMISSION
12 - PIER COMMITTEE
13 - BUSINESS COMMITTEE
13 - TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
15 - BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
16 - KEEP SURFSIDE BEACH BEAUTIFUL
19 - PIER COMMITTEE
19 - PARKING COMMITTEE
26 - COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE
27 - TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER
3 - PIER COMMITTEE
4 - PLANNING COMMISSION
6 - HISTORICAL SOCIETY
11 - BUSINESS COMMITTEE
11 - TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
17 - PIER COMMITTEE
17 - PARKING COMMITTEE
20 - BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
21 - KEEP SURFSIDE BEACH BEAUTIFUL
24 - COMMUNITY GARDEN COMMITTEE
25 - TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
31 - PIER COMMITTEE
*CHECK WEBSITE CALENDAR FOR
UPDATES

Surfside Beach takes great pride in our clean beaches and
beach access accommodations. Winning this award reaffirms
what many in our town already know, people love coming to the
beach here in Surfside Beach.
WMBF News created this contest in 2014, as a way for people in
our area to nominate and vote for their favorite businesses and
other entities along the Grand Strand.
The Town would like to thank everyone who voted in the Best of
the Grand Strand contest and is honored to receive this
recognition.
The 60 miles of continuous beaches that make up the Grand
Strand are truly a treasure.
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PIER
CONSTRUCTION
(Continued from front page)

Contractors say a concrete ramp on the
north side of the pier platform is now
complete. They are currently building up
the platform's two interior stairwells.
Project representatives from each
company said issues involving siding
panels,
handrails
and
design
modifications have caused delays.
However, all all parties said those
issues are being worked out and none should present any major impacts on the construction process. Some
remaining pilings not yet set into the sea floor may present issues.
According to contractors with Consensus Construction, they may have to drive some of the last pilings deeper
than previously expected. To secure the pilings, they must be set into hard rock. The construction of the
temporary trestle has shown that the rock level is at a different depth below the sea floor than portions of the
pier closer to shore.

WORRELL 1000 RETURNS
The Worrell 1000 Race, a catamaran boat race, returned this year
following a hiatus during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The event returned to Surfside Beach as one of its multiple stops
up the east coast.
Established in 1976, the race, which starts in Hollywood, Fla. and
concludes in Virginia Beach, Va., covers approximately 1,000
miles. Thirteen teams representing six different countries,
including Australia, the Czech Republic, the Netherlands and the
UK, competed this year.
Before racers left Surfside Beach, town council members and
many onlookers got a chance to meet some of the racers to talk
with them about the race, what it takes to compete, and wish
them well on their journey.
Albeit a short stay, racers and the race committee say they
appreciate the support from the town. "The Race Committee of
the Worrell 1000 Race is deeply grateful for the hospitality and
engagement that the Town and its elected officials showed us for
our brief stop on our way to Virginia. We are looking forward to
collaborating on future events," said Beverly Simmons,
communications director for the Worrell 1000.
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YOU PUT ON QUITE A SHOW!
Residents and visitors put on quite a fireworks show this past 4th
of July.
While
weather
conditions
dampened
many
planned
Independence Day events, the weather cleared up enough for a
beautiful night of fireworks.
Recently Town Council adopted new firework regulations. It is
now legal to use fireworks within town limits only on the beach
and only on July 4th and New Year's Eve. The use of fireworks is
not permitted anywhere else in the town.
We look forward to once again hosting a 4th of July fireworks
show from the pier after it is built.

A PATHWAY FOR ALL
It's never been easier to get out on the beach.
Soft beach sand can make it difficult for people with mobility
issues to safely navigate to the ocean. New equipment, recently
installed at one of the town's most popular beach access points,
may help people who might otherwise have a hard time.
The Surfside Beach Public Works Department installed the first
section of Mobi-Mat RecPath at 3rd Avenue North.
The pathway provides a firm, smooth and stable surface designed
to assist pedestrians, wheelchair users, strollers and others with
getting on the beach.
The RecPath is made out of 100% recycled polyester. Its
permeable structure stays cool in excessive heat and allows sand
to filter through, without sinking into the sand.
The path's bright blue color provides a dedicated traffic lane and
is great for visually impaired persons.
Public Works Director John Adair says he plans to extend the
pathway at 3rd Avenue North, and will then look to add
additional pathways at other ADA-accessible beach accesses.
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TURN AROUND,
DON'T DROWN
As a coastal community, we face a constant risk of flooding.
Flooding can occur from heavy rains, storm surges, unusually
high tides, and other severe weather occurrences.
Each year more deaths occur due to flooding than other
thunderstorm-related hazards. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention says more than half of all floodrelated drownings occur when a vehicle is driven into
hazardous flood water. Walking into or near flood waters is
also dangerous.
The NOAA National Weather Service created the Turn Around
Don’t Drown campaign to educate people about the dangers
of walking or driving into flood waters.
It is NEVER safe to drive or walk into flood waters. Just 6 inches of fast-moving flood water can knock
an adult off their feet. Twelve inches of rushing water can carry away most cars.
If you come upon an area covered with water, turn around. You likely won’t know how deep the water
is or the conditions under the water. Floods are even more dangerous at night when vision is limited.
Never drive around barriers blocking a flooded area. They are there for your protection and to warn
you of potential danger.
Be smart, be safe: TURN AROUND, DON’T DROWN.

MAYOR'S MESSAGE
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 02)

Our 2022-2023 budget is approved, and we are fortunate to give our employees a much-needed
raise while at the same time not raising the millage rate for our taxes. We continue to work diligently
to ensure our police and fire departments are supported.
A special thanks to all of the Town employees that work tirelessly to keep our town running smoothly
in these hard times. If you see any Surfside Beach employees around town or in Town Hall, please let
them know how important they are and how grateful we are for their services.
I hope to see our residents at our town activities.
Thank you. Stay safe, and God Bless!
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Upcoming Events
AUGUST

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
The Town of Surfside Beach is looking for motivated people that
want to give back to their community.
Each year our town events continue to grow and the need for
volunteers is now more crucial than ever! Volunteers are needed
at most town events to assist in many different ways.
We welcome all volunteers, individuals or groups, on a one-time
or ongoing basis.
Review our list of Special Events/Festivals for
opportunities:
Family Festival (Oct. 1, 2022)
Halloween Golf Cart Parade (Oct. 29, 2022)
Christmas Tree Lighting (Dec. 2, 2022)
Christmas Parade (Dec. 10, 2022)
Christmas Movie in the Park (Dec. 10, 2022)
Christmas Golf Cart Parade (Dec. 17, 2022)
Barbecue Festival (March 4, 2023)
Easter Egg Hunt/Children’s Fair (April 8, 2023)

volunteer

Please contact Town Hall for more information.

13 - KSBB BEACH SWEEP
20 & 21 - GUY DANIELS SURFOFF

SEPTEMBER
1 - SURF DREAMS FOUNDATION
CAROLINA CUP PRO/AM
17 - KSBB BEACH SWEEP
24 - CELEBRATE SURFSIDE BEACH
FESTIVAL

OCTOBER
1 - SURFSIDE BEACH FAMILY FESTIVAL
8 - KSBB BEACH SWEEP
15 - SURFSIDE BEACH SENIOR FAIR
29 - HALLOWEEN ROD RUN CAR SHOW
29 - C.A.N. MEATBALL CHALLENGE
29 - HALLOWEEN GOLF CART PARADE

NOVEMBER
11 - VETERANS DAY SERVICE
24 - SURFSIDE BEACH TURKEY TROT
*TUESDAYS: WACCAMAW MARKET
COOPERATIVE HOSTS SURFSIDE BEACH
FARMERS MARKET
*THURSDAYS: MY OLIVE SHACK HOSTS
"OPEN-AIR MARKET WITH A MEANING"
(AND ONE SATURDAY PER MONTH - SEE
TOWN CALENDAR FOR DETAILS)
*schedule subject to change*

SURFSIDE BEACH ONCE AGAIN NAMED A
TREE CITY
The Town of Surfside Beach is honored the Arbor Day Foundation
continues to recognize our town as a Tree City.
This is the 14th year Surfside Beach has been awarded the
recognition.

HELP KEEP OUR BEACH WASTE FREE
Beach sweeps take place on the second Saturday of each month
(except September when it will be held on the third Saturday) from
9 a.m.-10 a.m. Participants gather at the beach access at 3rd Ave.
N.
During these beach sweeps Keep Surfside Beach Beautiful also
collects donations of non-perishable foods for South Strand
Helping Hand.
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210 US Hwy 17 S
Surfside Beach, SC 29575
Phone: 843-913-6111
Email: town@surfsidebeach.org
www.surfsidebeach.org

Please deliver to addressee or current occupant.

Inside Surfside is a publication of the Town
of Surfside Beach. The newsletter is also
published at www.surfsidebeach.org

Surfside Beach Town Directory
Council
Mayor Bob Hellyer
843-913-6330
bhellyer@surfsidebeach.org
Mayor Pro Tempore Cindy Keating
ckeating@surfsidebeach.org

Michael Drake
mdrake@surfsidebeach.org

Paul Holder
pholder@surfsidebeach.org

William Kinken
wkinken@surfsidebeach.org

Laverne Kreklau
lkreklau@surfsidebeach.org

Chris Stamey
cstamey@surfsidebeach.org
Business Numbers

Town Hall Main Number:
Town Administrator:
Town Clerk:
Finance Department:
Fire Dept. (Non-emergency):

843-913-6111
843-913-6111
843-913-6333
843-913-6334
843-913-6369

Municipal Court:
Planning, Bldg. & Zoning:
PIO/Events Supervisor:
Police Dept. (Non-emergency):
Public Works:

843-913-6337
843-913-6341
843-913-6359
843-913-6368
843-913-6360

Facility Addresses
Town Hall:
Civic Center:
Dog Parks:
Fire Department:
Huckabee Recreation Complex:
Martin Field:
Memorial Park & Veterans Memorial Wall:
Pier:
Police Department:
Public Works:
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210 US Highway 17 South
829 Pine Drive North
1st Avenue North & Willow Drive
810 1st Avenue North
499 Spanish Oak Drive
6th Avenue South & Dogwood Drive
Surfside Drive & Willow Drive
Ocean Boulevard at the end of Surfside Drive
811 Pine Drive North
740 Sandy Lane
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