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REGULAR MEETING JULY 12, 2016 ¢ 6:30 P.M.
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1. CALL TO ORDER.

Mayor Childs called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Mayor Childs, Mayor Pro Tempore
Ott, and Councilmembers Courtney, Johnson, Pellegrino, and Stevens were in attendance. One seat is
vacant. A quorum was present. Others present: Administrator Fellner; Town Clerk Herrmann; and Police
Chief Keziah.

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

A. Invocation: Reverend Kirk Lawton from Ocean Lakes Campground Ministries gave the
invocation.

B. Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Childs led the Pledge.

Mayor Childs welcomed the candidates for the August 9t Special Election to fill an unexpired
term ending May 8, 2018. He thanked them for their willingness'to serve.the Town of Surfside Beach
and asked them to introduce themselves. Candidates: Ms. Mary BethaMabry, 15" Avenue North, Ms.
Julie Samples, Hollywood Drive North, and Ms. Wanda Spannuth, Harbor-Lights Drive.

3. AGENDA APPROVAL.

Mr. Ott moved to adopt the agenda with'an amendment to omit Communications Item 6.B.
Historical Society Presentation. Mr. Stevens second. Mayor Childs explained that the Historical Society
cancelled the presentation at the last minute. Allvoted in favor. MOTION CARRIED.

4. MINUTES APPROVAL,

Regular Meeting June 27, 2016. Mr.: Stevens moved to adopt the June 27, 2016 regular
meeting minutes as presented. MraOtt second: All voted in favor. MOTION CARRIED

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS — Agenda Items Only. (3-minutes per speaker)

Mr. Bert.Krassin, 13" Avenue South. | want to thank the council for giving consideration to the
reading of ordinance £6-0829. | represent 84 owners as the [homeowners association] president, and |
cannot tell you what'it'meanssto us to be able to control that traffic on Poplar Drive South. Thank you
for giving that consideration.

Mr. Steve Shore, 1%t Avenue North. On agenda item first reading of 16-0829, has the town
received approval from SCDOT that quickly that we can have first reading? SCDOT doesn’'t move very
fast. If not, why“are we considering without DOT’s approval? Why are we even discussing it? You're
setting a precedent for the future. How many roads does the town want to buy? We're gonna find
ourselves in trouble before long buying up roads, maintaining them. That’s what's gonna happen. I'm all
for safety, but you've [got to consider] the safety of all of us. That's all I've got to say about that. Thank
you.

Ms. Nicole Burke, 14" Avenue South. | represent 104 homeowners in Ocean Pines 1. I'd like to

thank the Mayor and Council for adopting Poplar Drive. | know that Hollywood Drive was also brought up
as an issue last week, but it has a sidewalk. Therefore, it is much safer for the residents than Poplar
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[Drive] is. Poplar is very dangerous for anyone walking. So, thank you for the work you've done towards
that.

Ms. Kathy Goddard, 13™ Avenue South. I've witnessed a lot of accidents on Poplar, and the
speeding. | agree with the residents in that I'm glad that the Town is doing what they’re doing with
Poplar. I'm for taking control of it and making sure the residents and the children are safe, and the
drivers in the area. So, | appreciate your consideration. Thank you.

6. COMMUNICATIONS

A. Employee Awards. Ms. Tanika Parson, 15 years.

Mayor Childs said it was his pleasure to introduce Ms. Tanika Parson who seryes inthe, police
department as the communication supervisor. He presented her with a 15-year anniversary pin, a
certificate, and a check. Ms. Parson received a standing ovation. Mr. Courtney thanked Ms. Parson for
her service and said she was an asset to the town.

B. Historical Society, Mayor Childs.

This item omitted, see Agenda Item 3, above.

C. Administrator’s Report.

Ms. Fellner presented her report, a copy of which is attached, and said there will be a special
Town Council meeting on Wednesday, July 20" at 5:00 p.m.

Mr. Ott thanked Ms. Fellner for the report.

Mr. Pellegrino said many citizens would likexto hear verbal reports at the meetings.

Mr. Ott asked if Town Coungil and the:administrator if they would concur to reinstate verbal
reports. Many residents enjoy hearing the reports, especially from the police department. (Laughter)
Ms. Fellner said that would not be a problem. COUNCIL CONCURRED. Mr. Ott said thank you to Ms.
Fellner.

7. BUSINESS

First Reading of Ordinance #16-0829 to accept South Poplar Drive from Surfside
Drive to Melody Lane from the Highway Department.

Ms. Fellner presented the decision paper and ordinance, copies of which are on file.
Mr. Ott moved to adopt first reading of Ordinance #16-0829 as presented. Mr. Courtney second.

Mr. Pellegrino understood there was a safety issue, but he was very hesitant about adopting
roads. This could start an avalanche when more and more roads are adopted as there is a cost involved.
Poplar Drive may not have any cost now, but eventually, it will need maintenance. The repaving
estimate for South Poplar Drive is $300,000. The taxpayers will have to pay for that. He asked if Ms.
Fellner would explain steps taken to get help from the state and Chief Keziah to explain the safety issues.

Chief Keziah said four speed studies were done on South Poplar, the results of which were

previously sent to Town Council. His department has taken about every enforcement step possible to
make South Poplar Drive safer, including using the mobile speed warning sign and a covert survey box.
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The department has “pleaded, begged, made phone calls, provided data, and written letters to DOT
[Department of Transportation] from him and the public works director.” There has been no cooperation
or assistance from DOT. The police department continues to regularly enforce the area and place
portable signage that warns motorists of their vehicle speed. Chief Keziah believed the next step would
be for Town Council to decide whether to move forward to obtain ownership from the state.

Ms. Fellner said it does not take the DOT long to respond; but, she wanted to make sure that
Town Council wanted this brought back, and that Town Council is intent on proceeding with accepting
the road. Once the town notifies DOT that the town wants to take over the road, there is no recourse if
Town Council were to determine this was not in the town’s best interest. DOT has noyproblem giving the
road to the town.

Mr. Pellegrino asked for specific details about requests made to DOT for stopsSigns and safety
devices. Ms. Fellner said Mr. Adair had requested stop signs on at least three different occasions: Each
time, DOT said no.

Mr. Ott said that area is a hot spot, because everyone comes off Highway 17 hy 10%Avenue
South. They can “fly” down South Poplar down to Melody Lane, and not havesto wait for the light, so it
becomes a secondary highway for the area.

Mr. Johnson believed this type decision should be madedy a fully, seated council, not just six
councilmembers. There is a cost involved. We were told by a previous,administrator that the best thing
we could do was take over Ocean Boulevard. We were told.if it got messed up, or destroyed, that we
would be reimbursed. As we later found out, that wasmot true at all. So we are fully responsible for
every road we take into our system. | think at this point, DOT is.not going to help with the traffic
problems on South Poplar. 1 think we are setting.an ongoing precedent by taking all of these roads into
our system. We are blessed that we don’t have a budget crisis right now, but we do have beach
renourishment coming up. We are cutting back costs at all'levels in every department to pay for beach
renourishment. Again, if we do this, | think it should be done with a full council, not just six individual
members.

Mr. Stevens said safety is the main issue.. Do we value the lives of the people of Surfside? I've
seen in the paper during the past many reports of wrecks on South Poplar Drive. There was a car that
crashed into Ocean Pines Subdivision; one car=flipped over; obviously, we have a problem there and the
state does not want to helpius. | certainly don't want to see somebody sitting in this audience or any
citizen end up dead because,of speeders on South”Poplar Drive, and because we never got around to
putting a stop sign or doing anything to protect'the town citizens. Whether a vote is taken now or when
the full councibis,seated, | don’t think it makes any difference one bit whatsoever. We are a Town
Council; we'have therauthority to'vote whether there are six or seven members. We have to protect the
citizens of this towny and if itarequires taking over the road, | think that would be the right thing to do.

Mr. Courtney said public works director Adair said at the last meeting that the town has taken
care of state roads in the past and the state has not cooperated with repairing them. Ocean Boulevard
has not been affected by any storms; Poplar Drive certainly will not. Poplar Drive is in good condition
according to Mr. ‘Adair.

Mr. Pellegrino asked if the problem was resolved after stop signs were posted in other areas
where they experienced speeding problems and multiple accidents. Chief Keziah said in his recollection,
a stop sign has never been posted to resolve a speeding problem. Stop signs were posted to resolve a
volume problem on a thoroughfare way before his administration began. Any time that
recommendations are made to DOT, its staff responds negatively. There were some stop signs placed on
Poplar Drive, but they were actually placed on the cross streets that belong to the town. There were
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already stop signs on Poplar Drive, and the town added signs on its cross streets creating a 4-way stop;
Pine Drive, and 2" Avenue North.

Mayor Pro Tem Ott and Councilmembers Courtney, Pellegrino and Stevens voted in favor. Mayor
Childs and Councilmember Johnson voted against. MOTION CARRIED.

8. TOWN COUNCIL DISCUSSION — Any matters of concern or information to be discussed.

Mr. Stevens said councilmember spouses serving on committees was brought up at the last
meeting, and has also been mentioned several times. He asked if Town Council would, establish a policy
that councilmember spouses be prohibited from serving on committees that make recommendations to
Town Council. Also, maybe address some council polices as far as meeting attendance, and, things like
that. My recommendation is to grandfather any spouse that is currently serving to allow completion of
their term, but from their term expiration, no spouses can serve on any committee.

Mr. Childs said this is a good idea. When | was campaigning this came up» The citizen could not
believe that spouses were allowed on committees and boards. | believe the overwhelming majority of
people do not believe that is a good idea. Although, as some people on coungil pointed out, sometimes it
is difficult to get volunteers. | think Mr. Stevens is right. We do not want to hurt anyone that is serving
now, it will be a policy for the future that a spouse cannot serve. It is an excellent idea.

Mr. Stevens said in reference to the town clerk, | feel‘that'thextown clerk is not able to serve
council best as the current ordinance reads. | would like to.bring the town clerk back fully under town
council and only town council so we can get full information from,the town clerk at all times. Mayor
Childs said we went through this about a year and halflago. Mr."Pellegrino and Mr. Johnson were here.
The new members were not. We went around and,around and we had good reasons for doing that, so |
think before we do that we maybe get a consensus of coungil if they want to bring it back under
discussion.

Mr. Pellegrino said we had a speécific reason we were trying to address back then, which that
same reason doesn’t exist right now.. I'm finewith it.

Mr. Johnson asked if that would that be something to be discussed in executive session. Mayor
Childs said no; Mr. Stevens wants to,put it onsthe agenda as a discussion item next time.

Mr. Stevens saidl . want to bring back an‘erdinance to change the town clerk back to fully under
Town Council.

Mr. Courtneysaid my understanding is that most municipalities and cities have the court and
clerk under council.

Mr. Ott said | have been appointed a liaison to the town clerk along with Mr. Courtney. We will
meet with the clerk to review her job duties. Once that is done, a report and a recommendation will be
made.

Mayor Childs said add the topic as a discussion item at the next meeting.

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS — General Comments. (5-minutes per speaker)

Ms. Patricia Magliette, Harbor Lights. Thank you. | would just like to thank our town’s people
and also our Town Council and the men and women who volunteer to serve on Town Council and also |

would like to give a hearty thank you to the people who work for the town of Surfside. Most of all, |
appreciate living here because we are always trying to keep our citizens involved and aware of what's
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going on. We are people here who like to pro-offer [sic] transparency so that our taxpayers, especially
the older on fixed income taxpayers, can know what’s going on, and | appreciate that. Whereas we are
entitled to agree to disagree, it's good that we bring up things in our council meetings instead of leaving
things unsaid, because everybody has a mind, a perspective, and a voice. That's what we appreciate
here. So, | thank you all very much, and once again, | thank everyone in the town who strives to make
this the little gem that we live in. Thank you.

Ms. Mary Jo Doggett, 12" Avenue North. I'm here regarding the area on 12" Avenue North.
The beach people are parking there and they are causing our sprinkler heads to be broken. They're also
causing [problems for] our maintenance people who cut our grass. The cars are there,and we cannot get
them moved and have to call our lawn people back the second day, which costs us‘money. There were
three signs of no parking on 12" Avenue North from 2003 to 2010, and they were moved by the city.
Why, | don’t know. The other thing that we’re talking about safety here, there are thése beach people
that are pulling up, and they’re opening the car doors on the roadside. The childreniare excited and I'm
afraid from a safety reason that someone is going to be hit by a car. It's a very short area there on 12t
Avenue North and it leads to Ocean Boulevard and North Dogwood Drive. I've been looking.around the
community and there are a lot of people that have meters; some type of a rope thing keeping off of their
yards, and also some people have actually taken wood planks and put in. I'msasking that maybe you
could put the signs back for safety. | know on 5" Avenue North and.Dogwoad; between Dogwood and
Ocean Boulevard at Floral Villa, they not only have enclosed the area there, butithey've also enclosed the
stop sign. So, | just would like to see either the three stop signs be put back up and not allow parking
there or some form of thing that we could put up to prevent parking. nit's'a very small area, so I'd just
like to put that forth to the council. | would like to mention.the state of our Nation when it comes to the
police force, and the things that have been happening recently. 'l would just like to commend Surfside’s
police department. You know, we're not just permanent residents here. We're a beach community who
has vacationers come in at all times. With vacatigners you also have parties and things going on, and |
just think we should be very much aware of what our police,department does for us. Myself, my
husband, and my friend Debbie here today have all taken the Citizens Police Academy. | recommend it
to council if they haven't taken it or anybody else here. They do a wonderful job. I'd just like to say a
big thank you, and I hope the council will continue to recognize the wonderful policemen that we have.

(Applause)

Mr. Steve Shore, 1%t Avenue North. There were several comments about the Confederate flag
that | flew on my golf cart. A'd'like to announce that I've removed the flag. But, | would also add that
the flag is not a display of,hate, racism, or **.,1 certainly in no way intended to embarrass our town, or
disrespect anyone, councilmen or citizens of this town. If it makes people happy, I'll remove it. | hope it
makes ‘em_happy. | posted it en Facebook, too, to let people know, because when it comes to having
comradery withypeople that's whatI'try to do. Also, | would like to take a moment to thank staff and the
officers of our police, fire, and rescue departments. I'm so proud of the men and women that serve
Surfside, and we thank'you'very much.” Thank you. (Applause)

Mr. Tom Dodge, 15" Avenue North. | want to thank Mr. Ott for getting back the department
reports and the administrator’s report put into the meeting. We come to these meetings to learn and see
what’s going on in town. We don't just come here to get out of the heat. | wonder if anything is being
done about the mosquito problem. They're horrible. | don’t know if we're spraying or not. But, if we're
not, let's do it. | was told before the last council meeting that we had three rabid raccoons on South
Poplar Drive. Next night we had a council meeting. Nothing at all was said about it. That's a health
issue, and like | say, we come to these meetings to learn what's going on, and if, in fact, that was true,
something should have been said at the meeting. 13" Avenue North between Spruce and North Cherry
Drive is absolutely disintegrating. 1 think that's a state street, but we live here. We have a streets
department. 15™ Avenue North near Ocean Lakes Pharmacy has two huge holes. | drive that every day.
Somebody should fix them. | don't have any pull with the state. So, I'm asking our town administrator,
who should have some pull with the state, to fix our dad gum [sic] roads. Last, but not least, one of my
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gripes is campaign signs. It's early in the campaign. Two candidates have many campaign signs in the
rights-of-way. If we have a zoning officer, they should pick them up.

Ms. Lynn Manchester, North Ocean Boulevard. First, | want to say, Mr. Johnson, thank you very
much about taking on the new roads, because of Ocean Boulevard where 1 live at that bridge. | wish
each of you would come and look at it. Just over the weekend, this little kid was going down the side of
it from the road, and a big, this big (indicated size with arms), piece of asphalt, | guess it's the black, not
the concrete, just slipped right out from under the foot. That road really; the bridge, especially, needs to
be looked at. But, | wanted to let you know that | appreciated your thought. And, Mayor, | appreciate
your thought, too. I live in the Seabridge area that Ms. Doggett was talking about. /I'want to read you a
letter, if | can. A little note from a homeowner that could not get here in time tonight.. Their names are
Tony and Terrie Hobson, and they live on North Ocean Boulevard. [Ms. Manchester read:]

Good afternoon. We purchased our home at #### North Ocean
Boulevard three years ago. We do not rent our house. Since we are in
the weekly rental zone, we knew we would have an increasegdin cars and
foot traffic around our property in the summer months. What we did not
expect was the continuous parking of cars next to our property. We
have experienced multiple issues with vehicles parking adjacent to our
property. Below is just a partial list. The construction trucks that have
churned up the soil and damaged sprinkler heads. The tenants from the
other property, especially Cape Coddage, which is‘right,across the street
from us, parking their cars overnight. Landscapers not being able to cut
the grass and leave a section as big a gar uncut for two weeks at a time.
It is not practical for our landscapers to come back to finish the job.
Loud and rude behaviors. Shouldsthere\be an emergency, the vehicles
would be an obstruction for that emergency.vehicle and the workers to
access those houses on 12" Avenue. Landseaping could, of course, be
replaced. But, finding the owners of those vehicles that's down on the
beach for you to get to‘where,you need.to be to maybe put out a fire
would be about impossible. We have noticed that many other
properties, some which are new, on the other streets that face Ocean
Boulevard have placed ne parking signs and/or landscaping to prevent
cars from parking next to thesproperty. We are not asking for
preferential treatment, but doexpect the same rules to be applied to all.
We appreciate some help in this matter and believe that the entire
neighborhood would benefit from this space being restricted from
parking, Tony and=Terrie Hobson.

Ms. Manchester: | spoke with the Mayor today. | do appreciate your time, again. I’'m hoping
that you will come and look at that 12" Avenue. We will be happy to plant whatever you tell us;
whatever you will allow us to do to keep that down. If you go from where it connects to Ocean
Boulevard and back towards Dogwood, there’s that 30-foot that they can’t park anyway, so it's a matter
of probably, they can put about, if they squeeze, they can put about seven cars in there. But, the way it
works with the drive for Seabridge coming in there, it would be a real problem if emergency vehicles
need to be in there. | want to say thank you so much to the police department. Two times this weekend
I saw them out their doing their job in the middle of the night. | feel so safe. | stay here a lot by myself,
so | feel so safe, because two or three o'clock in the morning you see those cruisers going by. That
makes you feel really good when you're by yourself. So, they do an awesome job. I've always thought
that they did great. Thank you.

Ms. Holly Watson, North Oak Drive. | was the one who spoke last council meeting about the
$45,000 engineering fee that was talked about in the budget meeting. Of course, people came and
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asked me what | was talking about. | said, well, go look at the budget meeting minutes, and lo and
behold, there’s nothing in the budget meeting minutes about this engineering deal for the pier. So that’s
my top complaint this evening that we're sanitizing meeting minutes now. We're doing something where
not everything is getting into our minutes. | don't think that's correct or should be that way. There were
some other things at the budget meeting that were talked about that were not in the minutes.
Specifically, there was one line item under fire for $4,700 that had no description. Nothing there, just
$4,700 plugged in. | don’'t mean to nitpick the budget, but when | read our newsletter, it stated that the
average home in Surfside Beach pays about $300 a year in real estate property taxes. So, with that in
mind, | want you to put things into perspective. What | mean by that is | had asked that some of our
operating expense items be put out for bid. For instance, we have a wage and salary'study that you
wanted that’s not out for bid. We have a forensic audit that you want that’s not out for bid. Engineering
for this pier addition is not put out for bid. The capital real estate improvements in our stormwater
construction things seem to be put out for bid. But as | stated last council meeting, I¢thave not found one
general operating item out for bid since 2013. We are losing money. | would not pay $500 for a,dress at
Dillard’s when | could go to Belk and get it for $200. We need competitive bidding in our town, and we
need to bring new business into our town. We need the business license fees'from,these competitive
bidders. For instance, our IT repairs and maintenance are $65,425 a year gn the'budget. That's 218
houses worth of real estate money. It needs to go out to bid. Our copier leasés and maintenance
agreements conglomerated, $21,925. That's 73 houses worth of real/estate ' meney. Tax money. Our
insurance cost that does not include health and workers comp is $209,000 a year. | understand that
we're a member of MASC. But when is the last time that we put'it out for bid to the general public? We
need to do that. We could probably get it cheaper. We don't’know. until we find out [sic.] Uniforms,
$15,000; police plus another $18,000, plus fire another $33,000. Uniforms, put ‘em out for bid. Gas and
diesel is $192,000 a year. Are we on the state contract? Does anybody know? Our Santee Cooper light
bill is $110,000 just for street lamps. What would it mean to go'to Santee Cooper and say can you start
the lights ten minutes later? How much would it save? \Does anybody know? | don’'t mean to complain,
but I want you to think about each person’s house contributes $300. These hundreds of thousands of
dollars for goods and services, if we can just knock 10-percent off of that off of our budget, that's
$600,000 that we could save to put towards beach renourishment or pave a road or do whatever we
need to do. | would appreciate all of the comments.and.all of the items when you have a council
meeting going on the record. Thank you very-much.

Ms. Betty Lowery, 4™ Avenue North. | want to speak to one of the things that Mr. Dodge
mentioned. | also heard about the rabid raceeons. | also know that | can hear anything if | listen long
enough. When I heard that, | was concerned,because of the number of children and the number of
animals that are out there, It's a scary thing. “Sojy'the first thing | did was to ask Chief Keziah what was
actually happening. It was notirrabies. It was distemper. | asked him what the situation was. He told
me at the timerthat there were'a large number of raccoons that had been captured with distemper. |
had actually seen.oneson Cedar, andhit was pitiful. It was just pitiful. But, they weren't dangerous. They
weren't violent. They didn't:propose a threat to anyone except other animals that have not been
vaccinated. So, with Chief/Keziah's permission, | did put it on my personal Facebook page, and I've also
put it on the dog park Facebook page to make sure that all animals that required vaccinations for
distemper were vaccinated. | haven’t heard any more about it, but it was distemper. It was not rabies.
It was just misinformation.

10. TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS

Mr. Stevens asked if Chief Keziah could address the raccoon situation. That sounds like that
could be a problem.

Mr. Johnson called point of order, saying this was the council comments portion of the agenda,

and that Mayor Childs had already recognized him to speak. Mayor Childs said that Mr. Johnson was
correct.
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Mr. Johnson: That means this, since you did call on me, | have no comments, other than thank
you for coming out. Please continue to come out. God bless you. See you next time.

Mr. Pellegrino: Thank you very much for coming, and thank you very much for being involved
and speaking and giving us your input. That only helps us with the solution when we have more input to
make a decision. So, | appreciate that. | did vote yes, tonight for first reading on South Poplar Drive,
because; | planned on voting no, but as we were talking, | had a few questions come up, which | want to
address before it gets killed. So, | can't guarantee that I'll vote yes in two weeks. But, that’s depending
on the answer to my questions. | just wanted to put that out there. Thank you very much. You guys
are; | see the same faces every meeting, which is nice. I'd like to see more. But, thankwyou very much
for taking the time to be involved in our community. It only makes it better. Have a greatnight.

Mr. Courtney: I'd like to thank you for coming out. Please don't forget our beach luau tonight, if
you can get out there. It's going to be great time. | want to thank everybody, and again, | think it's very
important the transparency. Again with the raccoons, | really didn't find out.aboutit untiblaters So, |
think the transparency and the information needs to get out to the community when there‘isa problem,
so we will be addressing it. Thank you so much. Enjoy tonight and enjoy thesweekend.

Mr. Ott: As for the parking on 12" Avenue, | think it is, and I’'m\not supposed to answer this
question, but | would recommend that you go ask the town clerk when there is a parking committee
meeting and talk to them. Our volunteer groups that we have here and,all the boards and commissions
are excellent people. They have more information than we.do. They've'been involved in a lot of these
things. I'd recommend that everybody ask the volunteers that we have when you see something. They
are great people and we're very privileged to as many|/people participate in this for nothing. It's a great
thing that they think that much of our communityssl didn’'t hear anything about the flag. And the bugs?
I thought | was the only one that had mosquitoes.  Now, Ihknow there’s somebody else. Our budget; |
have a consensus with a list of our councilmembers. We’re'gonna look at this quarterly. Actually, we're
gonna start looking over it. We're gonna be a little:xmore cautious with the money. A lot of us are still
learning, and when you deal with peoples’ money you’re always learning. You don’t know anything about
it. | agree, everything should be taken for bits [sic.] I'think the 4™ of July celebration was terrific this
year. The band that was there, whoever they were, they were really good. Very entertaining and we
should be very proud of our town and the, staff that we have here that they do these marvelous things
for us. We're a small community and I'm-proud to be here, and I'm proud to represent you. Thank you
for coming. Thank you for giving us these ideas.

Mr. Stevens: Thankiyou, Mr. Mayor, and | want to thank everybody for coming out. I like the
person wha speke about everything“should go out to bids. That was really good, and | want to give you
a little example.“Justra.small example, we have what we call an employees’ luncheon. It's usually fried
chicken, turkey, ham, thingsilike that. A few vegetables and different things like that. | took it upon
myself, as President Ronald Reagan said, trust but verify. Four thousand dollars for 80 people comes out
to $50 per person for a luncheon. Now, I called the Ryan’s Steakhouse, and they said they could feed 80
people for $9.50 a person. Then | went to the Piggly Wiggly. They can give us 100 pieces of fried
chicken, 4 deep fried turkeys, 4 spiral hams, macaroni and cheese, and whole [bunch] of stuff that comes
out to $896.60 of $11.21 per person. So we're looking at about $900. Let's say, just for the sake of it, it
cost $1,000. Why do we have a budget item for $4,000 to feed 80 people when it only cost $1,000.

Mr. Ott: Mr. Ott, could | ask if we have a point of order? We are not doing the budget right
now. Mayor Childs: This is council comments. Mr. Ott: | appreciate it, but I ...

Mr. Stevens: This is council comments. So | just wanted to leave that thought with you, and

then while you're sitting in here, I want you to look over these signs over here. A few years ago there
was an illegal meeting called. We signed a document that said we’'d spend nearly $780,000. A few
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months later, we were told we didn't have enough money to pay the bills here. So, we had four
councilmembers ask for that money back. We got around over three-quarters of a million dollars back.
Now, the state is paving the road. Putting stop lights; they're putting turn lanes; they’re putting all kinds
of (**). They're not just doing it in Surfside, they're going from BI-LO’s all the way down to 544. | want
you to thank the people who voted to get our over three-quarters of a million dollars back. Ms. Ann
Dodge is sitting out in the audience, Rod Smith and Beth Kohlmann. You don’t have to thank me. You
already elected me again. It was pure common sense that we got our money back and now the state is
doing what they should have. Thank you very much for coming out. Keep those things in your mind
over the weekend.

Mayor Childs: You talk about that right-of-way planning, | have been after‘that for years and my
comments are in the minutes. The parking committee that we suggest you go to; the parking committee
is already on board with that. The planning board is the one that has turned it downg | think council
would probably go for it. You know, the only argument that I've ever heard was that the emergency
vehicles can't get close. But if you restrict it to plants not to exceed maybe three foot, soft planting, no
oak trees or anything like that, certainly a fire truck can run over an azalea withoutyany. preblems at all.
Parking is gonna become an issue for anybody that lives anywhere in the Dogwood Drive area all the way
over. These developments that they're building now; | expect this Wicked Stick will probably bring in
3,000 people or thereabouts by the time they finish that development® I've always said they didn’t come
here to go snow skiing. They're gonna be at the beach, and they’re gonna be parking in everybody’s
yard. | think sooner or later, we're gonna have to bite the bullet and do ‘'something about the permits.
We have leased as much property as we can. The town has really'bent,over backwards to lease property
from people along Ocean Boulevard that are willing to lease.it. There’s only, two lots left that would be
good and they're on Seaside Drive. The [owner] just will not'budge, and does not want to rent it.
There’s one down the bottom of 14" and we could neyver get a response from them either. The town
[staff] has done as much as they can do as far assaccommodating visitors. It's an issue and it's gonna
just get worse, I'm afraid. I'm in favor of planting on the rights-of-way; you mow the grass, you keep it.
You know it's the town’s right-of-way. Legally, the town owns'it, but you maintain it. | certainly hope
the planning commission would revisit that issue 'soen, and allow people, they could even instruct people
as to what they like planted there: flowers, little azaleas, soft flowers, and shrubberies that wouldn't
obstruct any emergency vehicle from coming en'the property. | think most people that would park there
wouldn't park on flowers and azaleas, so | think'it would be a real deterrent. We want to keep away
from as many do not park signs as we'can. Hopefully, we're gonna landscape Ocean Boulevard as we
finish our underground wiring. "I had a mationsin when | re-elected to council a couple of years, and my
motion when | eliminatedisthe parking on Ocean Boulevard, part of my motion was to bring Clemson
University in here to give'anoverlay of Ocean Boulevard. Through some luck, | had some friends that
knew somg people that were in,the dean’s office of Clemson University. They put the professor in charge
of the landscape,architect schoal in“touch with me and the administrator. They are gonna send some
students down here to,give an overlay of Ocean Boulevard, and as time goes along, we can complete
that whole project. AWe've got'to keep in mind that we’re doing the underground wiring, so we don’t
want to plant and‘then have to tear it back up. We were gonna do it, and the question has been asked
numerous times over and over, the answers the same over and over. They were coming down here last
winter, but due to some personal problems, the professor was unable to make it. But, she has
tentatively promised that she would try to get her group down here this fall. We still have our fingers
crossed that that will happen. It certainly will be the least expensive way; people talk about saving
money, we get Clemson to come in here, those same people once they graduate, we’'d be paying
thousands of dollars to get them to do the same thing that they’re gonna do as a school project. So,
everybody keep their fingers crossed. Hopefully, they’'ll come down and before you know it, we'll have a
landscape plan. The big thing behind that is we’ll be able to remove do not park, all these signs along
Ocean Boulevard. But right now, we have to put them to control that little bit of parking. When we put
a palm tree in place of a sign, we can take the sign down. That's one of the ultimate goals, to
aesthetically make Ocean Boulevard, once we have the underground wiring in there, we’'ll have beautiful
lighting there, and it'll be landscaped and it will be just absolutely gorgeous. So, we are working on that.
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We have not forgotten that project. It's well on its way. That's all I've got to say. | would like to thank
everybody for coming out this evening. We do appreciate it very much.

11. ADJOURNMENT.

Mr. Stevens moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:37 p.m. Mr. Johnson second. All voted in
favor. MOTION CARRIED.

Prepared and submitted by,

Debra E. Herrmann, CMC, Town Clerk
Approved: July 26, 2016

Robert F. Childs, Mayor

Ron Ott, Mayor Pro Tempore Timothy T. Courtney; Town Council
Mark L. Johnson, Town Council David L. Pellegrino, Town Council
Randle M. Stevens, Town Council Vacant Seat

Clerk’'s Note: This document constitutes summary minutes,of the/meeting that was digitally recorded.
Contact the town clerk for appointments to hearnrecordings.  Bring a flash drive to obtain a free copy. In
accordance with FOIA §30-4-80, meeting notice ‘and the agenda were distributed to local media and
subscribers on the town’s email subscriptionilist. The agenda was posted on the town website and the
entry door at Town Council Chambers. Meeting\notice was also posted on the Town marquee.
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